o

fadio Bermom delivered over Station KELD
May 18, 1947
by Melwvin J. Wise, Minister
Bears and Swemltt church of Christ
Ballss, Texss

a.

FATTHFULNESS IN LITTLE THINGS /w

"He that iz faithful in thet vhich is least is falthful also in much: and
he that is wnjust in the lesst is wnjust also in much. If thevefore ye have not
been faithful in the wrighteous mammon, who will commit to your tyust the true
richea? Apd if ye heve nol been fm@hm in thet which iIs ancther men's, who
shall give you thet which is your own." (Luke 16210-12)

This text lmmedistely follows the Paysble of the Unjust Stewsyd, which is
a story of a seyvent vho cheabted his mesber, of debtors vho were in collusion
with the freud, and of & mester complimenting hie seryvant. This stewert wes
scoused of wasbing his mester's goods, snd was therefore asked to glve an account
of his stewardship. The sewvent then sald to himself, "What shall I do? for my
lord teketh sway from me my steveriship: T cennot dig: to beg I om sshawed. I
am yesolved vwhat to do, tﬁaﬁ; , when I an @wis out of the stewardship, they may re-
ceive me into thely houses.” (Iuke 16:3-L). "So he called every one of his
lord's deblbors unto him and said unto the first, How much owest thou uwnto my
lowd? And he sald, A hundred messuves of oll., And he ssid uvobo him, Teke thy
bill, end sit down guickly, snd wribte fifty., Then bhe sald to snother, And how
such owest thou? And he sald, &» hundred veasures of wheat. Amd be sald umbo
him, Take thy bill, and write fourscore.” (Luke 16:5-7)

And the lord commended the mgm% stevard, because he hod done wisely.”
(Imke 14:8) As much ss to say, "Ab lesst you are a shrewd and clever fellow.”
The commendation wes not due to the trickery. fravwd snd unscrupulousness of the
sheward, bub his foresight. He looked shesd; he sceepted the ineviteble snd pre~
pared for it.

The writer further says, "For the children of thisg world are in their gener-
ation wiser than the children of light.” (luke 16:8) Thus the Lord is showing
thet often there is far more prudence, foresight snd common sense exercised by
men of the world in pursuit of smell ends then by Christisas in matiers of
ebernal mopent in the seyvice of God.

Then Jesus says in the text, "He thet is faithful in that which is lesst is
PaithPful slso in much; and he thet is unjuet in the lemst 1s also unjust alse in
mich.” This is & mexim that will elmost universally hold tyue. 2 man that shows
fidelity in smell matters will also show Taithfulness in large matiers. And he
that will cheet and defraud in the small petty things, will also cheat in those
things of grest importance., Hence, one's conduct in the 1ittle things of life is
e pure test of what he is likely to do with the greater things. It is fidelity
to principles snd not to pounds that c&m@s. Hence, it is a well estaeblished fact
that it is not quantity but quality, not sbundence but sbility to handle the trifles
‘i;izm decide our doom and éestiny. ——

Jesus further says, "If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteousness
mazmon, vho will commlt to your trust the true riches?" That is » 1T we as disciples
of Christ are pot faithful in any eaythly trust, bow cuuld the Lord trust us with hesven
possessions? Ve must prove our selves to be faithful with the proper use of material
things before we can be trusted with splritusl things.
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Again the Iord declared in the btext, "And if ye have not been faithful in
vhet vhich is anocther man'e who shall give you that which is your own?® The
esrthly means end opporbtunities that we have now are not our own, they are only
lent or entrusted to us by the Lord to ses vhether He cen trusb =k uve ¥ith
eternal riches. If we #o not konow how to acht as stewards over earthly possessions,
we mly would pot know bow 4o serve as stewsyds over heavenly pogsessions.
There is nothing in this life thet we can claim as our own. Pseul gaid, "For the
eaxth is the lord's, and the fulness thereof.” (I Cor. 10:26). The crown of] life
iz 81l thet we con ever clalm for ouy owm: hence 1f we do pot properly use ouy
blesgings end opportunities heve, who shall give to us the crowe of life in eternity”

The 1ittle things of life constitube almost the vwhole of life., The great
days of the year, for example, sye fev for the most of us. If we were to begin
to moke an inventory of they things thet we do in & single dey-0-the thoughts that
we enbertein, the words that we spesk, and the deeds that we perform, wve could
never list them all. Yeb there ave 365 such days in & year, and & year is but a
twentieth, fiftieth, or seventieth paxt of our life. And during those days there
are but a fev days of outstending events; bhence the other days sre msde up of
ommon &nd uwnimportent things as men mey determine them. However, at the end of
life's way we may look back over our life and see that we hove accomplished great
things to the glory of God end the salvation of the lost.

spalleyr duties of life, because of their spperent insignificance and
mmhm‘ﬁ yeourrence, are olben harder to perform than the great ones. On the day
of batbtle, with 1its noise of teumpets, when every pulse ls beating with the throb
of hevoism, such excitement will stimudate we to the performence of duby; but
how Aifficult our duty becmmes during the dull wonths of weary drill, amid the
petty detalls of military duty.

In time of the "bil meeting” some mevbers of the Lord's church are found to
cayrry on in the service of the Master in a most zeslous and consecraled manner:
but after the chupeh gebiles down to the routine of Bible sbudy and prayer meeting
and Christion service, those "bilz meeting” church mewbers are consplcuous by theiyr
congtent abssnce.

Congider the eyes, the teeth, the fingers. We do not know how much they mean
to us untll one becomes injured, or we lose one of these smpll but tremendously
importent merbers. So it is with life itself, The little things of life constitube
almost the entirety of life.

Cod's Bstimate of Little Things

The lesst things are lmportant in God's sight; He is observant of the small
things. He vpholds the sparrow's wing; He clotheg the lily of the field with His
own beautifying hend; He mmbers the hairs of our heads; He mekes the small rays
of sun to vise on the evil and the good, and mekes the smpll dyops of rain to fell
on the just and on the unjust. e carries on a process of growth in every tree,
flower, ﬁaﬁ& snd living thing too delicate forthe eye o see,

c%mm slso gave concern to the smell things, His teaching at large wag done
in the od places, end His parsbles were drawn from the ordinary things of life.
Vhen m walls of death burst asunder snd He ceme forth from Joseph's new tomb,

4 the linen cloths snd napkin, snd leid them in order apart; thus showing
in secomplishing the grester things He did not overlook the smaller things.
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To the disciples Jesus made this amazing statement, "And vhoscever shall
give to drink unto one of these 1ittle ones & cup of cold wsher only in the name
of a disciple, verily I say uwmbo you, be shell in no wige lose his reward.”
(Matt, 10:42). There canmot be @ more trivial service we could render than to
glve o cup of cold wabter bo & pasgipng traveller. Yet it iz not the value of the
gift that counbs, but the end that the giver has in mind, and the spirit in which
he gives it; the motive that prowpis the giver. The gift mey be great in value,
and yet inscfar as the spirit and motive of the glver are concerned, they may be
valueless. On the other hend, the gift oy deed may be insignificant in itself,
vet when coupled with the spirit and mebtive 1% may be worthy of speclal cognizance
' -

The Bidle exelts little thinegs. It wes only & small rod in the hends of
Moses vhich % uped as an sgency in performing many mighty wonders. When the Is-
realites fought ageinst the Midianites end the Ammlekites under the leadership of
Gideon, the fif‘izh Judge of Terasl, lest they boast of victory through thely owm
shrength, the Lord comsnded Gideon to send those back home who were "fesyful and
afreid”, Twenty and i;m thousand wmmé, leaving only ten thousend. But Jehovsh
told Gideon there were "yet too meny’. By the ILord's own process the nunber vas
reduced to only three hundyed, snd through this smsll mwmber God wrought victory
for Tsyeel, Devidé killed Golieth with bub & smell stone which be took from the
brock, snd wvhich he discharged from his Jittle sling.

In the New Teshament Jesus ssld, "The kingdom of heaven is 1like to a grain of
msbard geed, which o men tock, and sowed in his field: Whlieh indeed is the least
of all seeds; bub vhen 1t 1s grown, it is the greatest smong hevbs, and m@w
a btree, so thet the birds of the aly come and lodge in the branches thereof.

(Matt, 13: 21-32). Vhen Jesus one day vatched "the people cast money into the
treasury , He &%’%&* the wich cagt iv much snd He was greotly impressed with s little
widow which "threw in two mites, vhich meke a farthing”. Jesus said, "This poor
widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast intc the tréasury: For

8ll they &1¢ sast in of u&miy amﬁfﬁmm; but she of her went 4id ecast in 8ll that
she had, even =11 her living.” (Mark 12:43-hL).

When God thyrough His prophet Elighs, told Weeman to go snd dip seven times
in the Jordan that he might be healed of his leprosy, the Bible tell us thet "he
turned and went awvay in a rage. " (I'¥inzs 5:12). But one of the gervants of
Kaamen cawme %o him and said, "My father, if the prophet bed bid thee to do soume
great thing, wouldast thou not heve dene 1427 (I Kings 5:13). If God required
thet we perfore sone pretentiouns and cgtentatious thing, perhmps more would seek
to follow Him. Yet if the Loxd reguired some act of ingeouiby very few of ue
could serve Him. But since Cod has required the humble things, wmeny styuble over
their pride. Vhen Jesus said, "He thet believeth and is baptized shall be gaved",
who is man to ﬁiﬁimm beptism and consider it one of Christ's non-essential com-
mands? Christ hes no nop-esgentisl commends. "Blegsed srye they that do his
commandmentea, that they mey have right to the tree of 1life, and may enter in
through the gates into the cisy". (Rev. 22:14). There are no commmnds of the
Lord thet we can exclude from the 1lish, and there are none that ve can exald shove
snother.

A Priend once sev Wicheel Angels, the great Ttallsn soulptor and peinter,
at work on one of his statues. ESome time afterwerds he sav him sgein, end seeing
g0 1little had been done, he said to Angelo, "Have you been idle since I last saw
you?”

"By no meens,” veplied the sculpbor. "I have vebtouched this p&r&: and pol-
ished that: I iw:% goftened this Teabure and brought out th&t muscle; T have given
more expression to this lip, and more energy to this limb,’
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’%fa}.}., well”, sald the friend, “But all these are mere tyifles.”
"It mey be so,” mli&ﬁ éx:@i@, “But vemewber that trifles make perf
and perfection is no trifle.” -

The Reverd Ffor Faithfulness

Fidelity in smell things prevares us for and cpens the way to a wider sphere
of service. IBvery power strengthens by exercise. BSverything that I can do, 1
can do betber the next time because of the previous effort. fi?wfj if sny, can
suddenly rise o grest things who bhave nob been fivet hrained by little things.
Neither @ed nor zen will make & men ruley over meny things, who has not been .— /;)/(s, o
Paithful ovay a fey things.

_Also :m«z%lzﬁ;y :m bm.ii 'i:&ngggi ““Iﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬁ» us to gecure m}@m j@&ﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁm in

m‘t b%?»kl@ Wi L%"r ghec zaayxmﬁ i.h@ m%mm«“% c:a:a:* i‘%‘“ aucw&sm %}%@?z :i;i, b2y h&%
gaiped for uws. Ve cennot carry into ebernibty our materdal possessions or the
plessuyes t}mzf have brought ue. Bub we can take the good we have done. The good
use we may hove mpde of ouy money -~ the kindness 1t may bave ensbled us to show
others, the self-smcrifice it mey have enabled us to practice, the happiness it
may have ceoused others - these sre secuyed Tor us. They dhisll be walting for us
in the eternmel world to speak for us at Judgment and to welcome us luto heeven.

Hencey by meens of this world with il of its epportunities m Qhﬁl}i&&gﬁs R
God is besting cheracter. By mesns of this present world God ig proviog our
capscity for the grester world beyond. Let us, then, say with éﬁ@ nmph@t @f
old, "For who hath despised the day of small things?"
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